Dear ………….. MP

I am very concerned about the legal and animal welfare implications of the proposal to expand and rebuild a beagle breeding establishment in East Yorkshire, which is now to be determined by the Communities Secretary Eric Pickles MP.  
The applicants state in their planning application that dogs will be kept inside permanently. However, this would breach the minimum welfare guidelines in the new EU Directive which the Government must incorporate into UK law by the end of 2012. They state ‘dogs shall where possible be provided with outside runs’. 
If the dogs cannot be provided with the access to outside space that they need due to potential noise and odour problems, then both their planning application and the Home Office Certificate of Designation should be refused.

However, I am concerned that, judging from its statements to date, the Home Office is indifferent to the illegal cruelty implicit in these proposals. Furthermore, the Government’s inaction on this issue seems to be another example of its reluctance to honour their pledge ‘to work to reduce the number of animals used in experiments’. This is indicative of the Government’s refusal to take the necessary regulatory action to achieve this, as the body responsible for delivering this policy – the National Centre for the 3Rs - has pointed out.  

I would be very grateful if you would let me know whether you are opposed to this new establishment on welfare and legal grounds, and if you will write to:

1. The Home Office to ask them to reject any related licence application on the grounds that it breaches minimum welfare standards and is inconsistent with their broader policy goal of reducing animal experiments
2. The Communities Minister Eric Pickles MP to ask him to reject the appeal on the grounds that in exercising his functions, he must have regard to the general requirements of other legislation, and therefore he should reject the appeal because the proposed development will breach Section B, paragraph 4 of Annex III ‘Requirements for establishments and for the care and accommodation of animals’ to the EUROPEAN DIRECTIVE 2010/63/EU ON THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS USED FOR SCIENTIFIC PURPOSES which states: ‘Dogs shall where possible provided with outside runs’
Yours sincerely,

